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Dear Member,
We will be sending a Newsletter email each
quarter to keep you up to date with news and
views on what is planned at the Kent
Archaeological Field School and what is
happening on the larger stage of archaeology
both in this country and abroad.
This Newsletter is a supplement to the normal
quarterly newsletter and focuses on the courses
available at the school.
For more details see: www.kafs.co.uk

COURSES
KAFS BOOKING FORM
KAFS MEMBERSHIP FORM

Study trips planned for next year include:

The enigma of Stonehenge continues to fascinate:
Join us on Friday 22nd May 2015 at 5.00am on an exclusive visit inside the stone
circle to watch the sunrise. Friday 22nd May 2015.
Summer Sunrise from inside the stones of Stonehenge with Dr Paul Wilkinson. £75
for members with only four places available. Stay at the nearby Amesbury

Travelodge for £45!

05.00 Meet at the new Visitor Centre
05.30 Entrance to the centre of the stones to watch for that magical moment of
sunrise
07.00 Breakfast at the nearby Little Chef (part of the ticket)
09.00 Return to the Stonehenge Visitor Centre for a comprehensive tour of the new
facility with an opportunity to revisit the stones and walk along the Avenue, the
original approach to Stonehenge and visit the Stonehenge cursus and the round
barrows on King Barrow Ridge
1.00 Lunch
2.00 Visit to Durrington Walls and Woodhenge
3.00 Summing up and disperse
See www.kafs.co.uk for further details.
A hidden complex of archaeological monuments has been discovered around
Stonehenge, showing that it was at the centre of a series of ancient ritualistic
structures. The finds, dating back 6,000 years, include 17 previously unknown
wooden or stone structures, as well as dozens of burial mounds. They were located
using underground scanning technology. Most of the monuments are merged into
the landscape and invisible to the untrained eye. The fouryear study, the largest
geophysical survey undertaken, covered an area of five square miles and
penetrated to a depth of three metres. Prof Vincent Gaffney, the project leader from
the University of Birmingham, said: "Stonehenge is the most iconic archaeological
monument, possibly along with the pyramids, on the planet. For the past four years
we've been looking at this amazing monument to see what was around it. This
project has revealed that the area around Stonehenge is teeming with previously
unseen archaeology. "New monuments have been revealed, as well as new types
of monument that have previously never been seen by archaeologists." Among the
new discoveries are massive prehistoric pits, possibly created with reference to
astronomy. The many burial mounds include a barrow 100ft long within which signs
of a large timber building were found. Evidence suggests this was the site of
complex rituals involving the dead, including the removal of flesh and limbs.
Prof Gaffney said the new work showed that Stonehenge was not an isolated

structure on the edge of Salisbury Plain, but the centre of a widespread arrangement
of ritualistic monuments. "You've got Stonehenge which is clearly a very large ritual
structure which is attracting people from large parts of the country," he said. "But
around it people are creating their own shrines and temples. We can see the whole
landscape is being used in very complex ways."

The Threat to Stonehenge
By Kate Fielden
On 1st December the Government announced its intention to dual the single
carriageway stretch of the A303 between Amesbury and Berwick Down, including a
2.9km bored tunnel under the central part of the Stonehenge World Heritage Site
(WHS) but south of the henge itself. The project is one of a number of Department for
Transport schemes to improve traffic flow along the A303 / A30 / A358 corridor,
aimed at boosting economic and housing development in the South West.
Whether relief of traffic congestion will make much difference is questionable since it
is recognized that such benefits are often not realised in practice and road widening
in itself usually leads to further congestion within a few years.

A World Heritage Site at risk
The main concern at Stonehenge, however, is the threat posed by the tunnel and its
associated road engineering works to the 27sq km of archaeological landscape
surrounding the Stones.The whole area, together with a similar landscape at
Avebury, was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site (WHS) in 1986. Such
Sites are recognized to be of 'outstanding universal value': unique and irreplaceable
properties that are part of the world heritage of mankind as a whole.
At Stonehenge, the A303 passes right across the WHS, a distance of some 5.4km
from Countess Roundabout on the A345 to the east, to Longbarrow Roundabout on
the A360 to the west. Of this, almost 2km at the eastern end is already dual
carriageway  and that damage is already done. However to build the 2.9 km tunnel,
major earthworks would be involved at both ends, including deep tunnel cuttings,
twin portals and huge, grade separated junctions on the eastern and western WHS
boundaries. These works would measure up to 500m in length at either end  and, at
the eastern end, need to be accommodated as much as possible within the existing
cutting. But at the western end there is no valid reason for them to be within the WHS
at all  and that is what a 4.5km tunnel could deliver.
The construction works would destroy all archaeological remains in their way. They
would scar the landscape with massive modern interventions resulting in
permanently dominant 21stcentury features in a landscape specifically designated
for its Neolithic and Early Bronze Age remains.

Protective measures disregarded
Under Article 4 of the World Heritage Convention, it is the duty of each State party to
"ensure the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and transmission to
future generations" of its World Heritage Sites. Each State is committed to "to do all it

can to this end, to the utmost of its own resources and, where appropriate, with any
international assistance and cooperation, in particular, financial, artistic, scientific
and technical, which it may be able to obtain."
It is impossible to reconcile this explicit undertaking with the road scheme now
proposed for a WHS that embraces the world's most famous prehistoric monument.
It's also difficult to understand the support for this planned violation voiced by two of
our premier conservation bodies: English Heritage and the National Trust , which
both cite the "benefits" the tunnel would bring to the WHS.
True, the National Trust says it would prefer a longer tunnel  but is nevertheless
content for our priceless heritage to be surrendered to the bulldozers. A press
release quotes Ian Wilson, the NT's Assistant Director of Operations as saying:
"We would like to see the longest possible tunnel but we recognise that any plan
needs to be both affordable and deliverable if we're to finally solve this longrunning
challenge ...
"We're continuing to work with the Government and partner organisations to look at
how we best deliver a world class solution for one of the most important prehistoric
landscapes in Europe."

UK's advisors to UNESCO: 'impacts cannot be set aside'
But no other heritage or environmental body appears to have stepped forward in
support of the project, with Friends of the Earth, the Campaign to Protect Rural
England and the Council for British Archaeology (CBA) all expressing strong
reservations.
The tunnel "would have major implications for the archaeology", said Mike
Heyworth, director of the Council for British Archaeology. "We should be asking
whether a major expansion of the roads network at Stonehenge just to meet traffic
needs is the most appropriate way to deal with such a site."
And the UK branch of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS
UK), advisers to UNESCO's World Heritage Committee on our WHSs, has informed
the Government that the benefit the tunnel could bring to part of the WHS could not
be offset against damage to other parts of it:
"Associated portals and dual carriageways could have a highly adverse impact on
other parts of the world heritage landscape that cannot be set aside, however great
the benefits of a tunnel."

Why is the Natonal Trust so ready to sacrifice our
heritage?
So why should the National Trust and English Heritage prejudge what our
Government can afford? No doubt English Heritage, a Government quango, is
obliged to look to cost savings. The National Trust, however, is actively campaigning
for a 24.7km bored tunnel for HS2 under the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, some eight times longer than the Stonehenge tunnel proposal. Both
organisations have failed to condemn destruction of parts of a WHS protected under
an international legal agreement. Does the Trust only have its eye on the main

chance of restoration of the part of the WHS it owns?
Besides these two heritage bodies, the scheme's supporters in the main are road
widening lobbyists. Local Economic Partnerships of the South West want a few
minutes knocked off journey times. Local residents are also fed up with summer and
weekend traffic jams, often caused by drivers slowing down for sight and a selfie of
the Stones, and with drivers ratrunning through nearby villages.
Some say the situation has been deliberately allowed to continue so as to
precipitate impetus for road widening. Improvements could, however, be
implemented straight away with road design enhancements and traffic management
measures to alter drivers' habits  such as roaduser charging for nonlocal traffic at
current peak travel times, and devices designed to make ratrunning less attractive.

Hydrogeology and ecology
A further dimension to the tunnel project is the unpredictable hydrogeology at
Stonehenge. Objectors' specialist evidence on this subject was brought to the 2004
Public Inquiry into an earlier A303 dualling project by the Stonehenge Alliance. It
was shown that engineering the 2.1km bored tunnel then proposed could prove
problematic. The scheme was eventually abandoned owing to rising costs resulting
from tunneling through
"very large quantities of phosphatic (soft, weak) chalk [and] a high water table, with
the ground water potentially rising to the surface at times of heavy rainfall where the
tunnel passes below a shallow valley to the south of Stonehenge." (Hansard, Written
Ministerial Statement, 20th July 2005: A303 Trunk Road (Stonehenge))
Ground conditions remain unchanged. Furthermore, the River Avon, whose
catchment area includes the WHS, is designated a Special Area of Conservation,
protected under European Law (Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC)). The designation
here is specifically for Annex I habitats for five aquatic Ranunculus species, and for
Desmoulin's whorl snail among Annex II species. Water flow and quality are thus of
paramount importance. Any decisions on tunnel length, depth and portals will need
to take impacts on hydrogeology and ecology into account. There will be drainage
during construction work and rainwater runoff from completed road surfaces to
monitor. Further to these, appropriate measures must be employed to deal with
unexpected accidental chemical spills in the vicinity.

What happens next?
It is understood that work is already under way on investigation into what may be
feasible in terms of tunnelling at Stonehenge. The Government has agreed to
include ICOMOSUK and the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in its further
discussions on the way forward.
Simon Thurley, English Heritage's Chief Executive, said in his press statement of 1st
December: "This is about investing in the future. We have a responsibility to future
generations to get this right as we provide a worldclass solution for a worldclass
place."
Quite so: and no better case for putting enough money where the mouth is.

Meanwhile the Stonehenge Alliance, a group of national nongovernmental
organisations, continues to campaign for a tunnel that is at least 4.5km long. Such a
tunnel might begin within the eastern cutting for the already dualled section of the
A303, and end beyond the western boundary of the WHS.
A 'Save Stonehenge World Heritage Site' petition , launched on 28th October, has
already secured over 13,000 signatures and more are urgently sought to change
Government's mind.
Clearly, a tunnel of some 6km that avoids the WHS and its setting entirely must be
the ultimate goal. Funding should be found and, given the vast sums the
Government is proposing to spend on new roads, this should be perfectly feasible.
Anything short of a 4.5km road tunnel would result in permanent damage to
archaeology, landscape and setting. The current plan would meet virtually none of
the Government's international commitments and, if implemented, serve as a lasting
indictment of our treatment of the surroundings of a place that is known and
esteemed throughout the World as the icon of our nation's heritage.
It would be infinitely better to leave well alone than to do the wrong thing.
Petition: 'Save Stonehenge World Heritage Site' . If your address is not in the UK
you can sign the identical petition here http://goo.gl/zBGOF7
Kate Fielden is an archaeologist and environmental campaigner, and Hon.
Secretary to the Stonehenge Alliance. She has been involved in discussions about
the management of the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site for over 20
years, taking part in a number of Public Inquiries into planning and road proposals.
Her article first appeared online in The Ecologist, 13 December 2013.
More information: the Stonehenge Alliance is supported by Ancient Sacred
Landscape Network; Campaign for Better Transport; Campaign to Protect Rural
England; Friends of the Earth; and RESCUE: The British Archaeological Trust.
Twitter: @savestonehenge
Contact: stand.up.for.stonehenge@gmail.com

Study Roman buildings in Rome with Dr Paul Wilkinson.
Friday 1st to Monday 4th May 2015 with the option to stay at the
British School in Rome with exclusive access to some of the most famous Roman
buildings in the world. Cost is £75 which includes all entrance fees but not flights or
accommodation.
Friday 1st May.
A busy day begins at the Pantheon, followed by Trajan's Column, Trajan’s Forum
and the Roman Forums. After lunch we will visit the Arch of Constantine and
continue to the Roman Houses excavated under the Church of Ss. Giovanni e Paolo
on the Caelian Hill and visit the important Late Roman church of San Stefano
Rotondo.
The Pantheon is a building which ranks with the Parthenon in Athens, and Saint
Sophia in Istanbul as one of the landmarks in world architectural history.
The present building is the work of Emperor Hadrian, and can be dated by brick
stamps to about AD 126, although the inscription across the pediment reads,
"M.AGRIPPA.L.F.COS.TERTIUM.FECIT", meaning "Marcus Agrippa, son of Lucius,

having been consul three times, built it."
This dedication refers to a previous structure on the site, built by Marcus Agrippa,
that had burnt down. Another inscription in much smaller letters records a restoration
by Severus and Caracalla in AD 202. The Pantheon was a temple dedicated to all
the main Roman deities and possibly represented the all containing cosmos. It is a
wonder of construction and mathematical harmony. The harmony is most obvious in
the way the architect used the same dimensions for the interior height and for the
diameter (145 Roman feet, 43.2 metres) which means that a sphere resting on the
floor would fit inside, just touching the walls, and reaching the top of the vault.
Technically, the Pantheon owes its design and quality to the use of concrete and
brickwork for the structure of its immense dome; it was only in 1958 that the
Pantheon lost the world record the largest concrete span in the world. The Pantheon
offers us a glimpse of a Roman building more or less in its original state. The
structure of the building is virtually intact, it is the decoration that has gone, including
the statues of the gods and the gilding of the ceiling decoration that must have made
the dome look like the heavenly sphere of all the gods that the name Pantheon
evokes.
The Pantheon has survived because, after it was closed in the fourth century by the
first Christian Emperors, and sacked in AD 410 by Alaric, it was saved from
destruction by Pope Boniface IV, who received it as a gift in AD 608 from Phocas, the
eastern Roman Emperor.

Next we will visit Trajan’s Form (with a special access pass) and continue to the
Roman Forum’s.
The Roman Forum
The heart of ancient Rome was the Forum. It has rightly been described as the most
famous meeting place in the world, and in all history. No other equally small area —
it is barely 5 acres in extent — has seen such a multiplicity of buildings and historic
events. Its mass of ruins is one of the most imposing testimonies to Roman life that
antiquity has handed down to us. Here was the nucleus of the business and
commercial affairs of the empire, as well as the centres of government life, where
elections were conducted and where every political event occurred. This is the place
where the body of Julius Caesar was burnt by vast excited crowds, and where
Antony delivered the funeral speech that Shakespeare later imagined and
immortalised. It was here that in AD 69 the elderly Emperor Galba was thrown from
his travellingchair and murdered. It was here that the mythical twin brothers Castor
and Pollux, sons of Jupiter, were seen watering their horses and telling the crowds
that the Roman army had won a great victory over the Latins at Lake Regillius. What
we see today is the late Antique modelling of the Forum after the fire of AD 283, by
then it was already a thousand years old.

The Arch of Constantine I, erected in c. 315 AD, stands in Rome and commemorates
the Roman Emperor Constantine’s victory over the Roman tyrant Maxentius on 28th
October 312 CE at the battle of Milvian Bridge in Rome. It is the largest surviving
Roman triumphal arch and the last great monument of Imperial Rome. The arch is
also a tour de force of political propaganda, presenting Constantine as a living
continuation of the most successful Roman emperors, renowned for their military
victories and good government.
The arch was dedicated on 25th July 315 CE on the 10th anniversary of
Constantine’s reign (Decennalia) and stood on Rome’s triumphal route. The
monument is an imposing 21 metre high and 25.6 m wide rectangular block of grey
and white Proconnesian marble consisting of three separate arches: one larger
central arch with a shorter and narrower arch (fornix) on either side. All three arches
express the same ratio of height and width. Dividing the arches are four detached
Corinthian columns in Numidian yellow marble, each stood on a pedestal and
topped with an entablature. Above the entablature, and as it were extending the
columns, stand four pedestals, each carrying a statue representing a Dacian
prisoner. Even more colour was provided through the use of purplered porphry as a
background for the sculpted Hadrianic Roundels, four on each façade, green
porphry for the main entablature frieze, Carystian green for the statue pedestals and
Phrygian purple for the statues themselves.

The block or ‘attic’ storey above the monument’s arches also presents sculpted
panels and an inscription in Latin, a common feature of triumphal arches. The
inscription, above the central arch, is a long one and is repeated on both sides of the
arch. The letters would originally have been inlaid with gilded bronze. It reads:
To the emperor Flavius Constantine the Great pious and fortunate, the Senate and
People of Rome because by divine inspiration and his own greatness of spirit with
his army on both the tyrant and all his faction at once in rightful battle he avenged
the State dedicated this arch as a mark of triumph.
The Arch is a huge conglomerate of imperial Roman sculpture as many parts of it
were recycled from earlier 1st and 2nd century CE monuments, notably the Luna

marble panels of the attic which were taken from the Arch of Marcus Aurelius (c. 176
CE). There are 8 (3x2 m) marble panels in total, four on each façade, showing
scenes where the emperor, recut to resemble Constantine, is either at war (south
side) or conducting his civic duties (north side).
Eight white Luna marble medallions (tondi) on the north and south façades are from
a now lost monument (130138 CE) in honour of Hadrian and each is 236 cm in
diameter. Set in pairs, scenes they depict include a successful lion hunt, a boar hunt,
a bear hunt, and sacrificial ceremonies in honour of Hercules, Apollo, Diana and
Silvanus; all are carved in high relief.
The two inner central arch reliefs and the upper panel on each side of the arch are
part of the Great Trajanic Frieze which was removed from the Basilica Ulpia in
Trajan’s Forum. These were also altered to suit the purposes of the new monument
and use white Pentelic marble. The first of the two frieze panels within the central
arch depicts Trajan or Domitian on campaign riding a horse and charging
barbarians but with the head once again reworked to look more like Constantine.
The second panel shows Constantine being crowned by Victory and flanked by two
females possibly representing Honour (dressed as an Amazon) and Virtue (in
armour).
The eight Corinthian columns were taken from a 1st century CE Flavian monument
(now lost) and the Dacian prisoners standing above each of them were probably
part of an unknown monument to Trajan.
The arch does however have sculpture made specifically for the monument. The
frieze scenes situated below each pair of medallions are 1 m high and
commemorate Constantine’s military victories showing the siege of Verona (south
façade, left side), the battle with Maxentius (south façade, right side), a scene
addressing the public in the Roman Forum (north façade, left side) and a giftgiving
ceremony or largito (north façade, right side).
Other original sculpture includes river gods above the two smaller arches and two
victories over the larger arch on both façades. Each column base also carries
sculpture depicting winged victories holding palm fronds, Roman legionaries and
captives. On each of the short sides of the monument there is a single round
sculpture depicting the Sun (east side) and Moon (west side), both riding chariots.
Below these is a frieze showing the entry into Rome (east) and departure from Milan
(west).
The monument suffered in later times, becoming a part of a fortress under the
Frangipane in the Middle Ages before being restored in the 15th century CE. In c.
1597 CE Pope Clement VIII removed one of the yellow marble columns to use in a
doorway of the St John Lateran church, replacing it with a purple one. However,
extensive cleaning in the early 21st century CE has restored the monument to some
of its former glory so that it now stands proud besides its illustrious neighbour the
Colosseum of Rome.

After tea we will visit the Roman Houses excavated under the Church of Ss.
Giovanni e Paolo on the Caelian Hill and visit the important Late Roman church of
San Stefano Rotondo.
On Saturday 2nd May we will visit the Colosseum, the Gladiators’ barracks and the
Church of Clemente, Nero’s Golden House and the Baths of Trajan.

On Sunday 3rd May we will visit the Palatine Hillhome of the Emperors’, the Circus
Maximus and Roman buildings in the vicinity including the Baths of Caracalla (with
access to the underground works).
Monday 4th May will see us along the Tiber discussing the Theatre of Marcellus,
then spending the rest of the day exploring the Capitoline Hill with the Temple of
Jupiter the Best and Greatest, the Tabularium, and the bronze statue of Marcus
Aurelius.

3rd12th April. The Roman Villa at Teston: A classic Roman villa
dig with a twist, as well as excavating and mapping the main villa we will be
investigating the surrounding Roman landscape. Excavation by the Kent
Archaeological Field School over the Easter and May Bank holidays in recent

seasons has solved an archaeological mystery that that had eluded archaeologists
for the last 100 years. In 1872 Arthur Fremling found in his hop gardens the remains
of a Roman bath house (Fig, 1) and the find was described as being ‘about four
English miles from Maidstone, on the left side of the river, are to be seen the remains
of a villa.............the situation is pleasant, and as is usual in Roman sites, well
chosen, being on a crest of a gently sloping valley looking over the river [Medway]’.
In October 1991 Canterbury Archaeological Trust were called to a site in Teston, just
west of Maidstone to investigate Roman remains uncovered by Southern Water
whilst constructing a new sewer. It became apparent that a Roman building had
been impacted on and CAT’s work uncovered walls that had been robbed out. Later
in the 20th century the Maidstone Archaeological Group investigated the site but
could not find the 19th century bath house discovery.
Last year a geophysical survey took place down slope from the CAT discoveries and
possible masonry walls identified. Subsequently the Kent Archaeological Field
School were invited by the owner to investigate the site and a field walking weekend
in March identified an area of disturbed Roman masonry below that of the CAT
discovery and above that of the geophysical survey. Hand digging of test pits
identified a substantial deposit of Roman building material and on opening up the
trench the south wall stretching for 39m was exposed and running eastwest, At
each end substantial towers or pavilions were also exposed.
Rooms with hypocaust heating were exposed to the north and stretching into the
adjoining field and towards CATs investigations in 1991.
Marble tessarae from a mosaic pavement were found in the hypocausts along with
copious amounts of painted plaster and window glass. The location of the 1872
discovery was identified and is situated in the northwest area of the villa (see above
plan). It seems the villa developed over the four centuries of Roman government
and although we have identified the main part of the villa there is still areas of the
site which may have additional buildings.
Decorated Samian ware sherds date the construction of the towers or pavilions to
the 2nd century AD whilst North Thameside ware dated= the main range to late 1st
century AD, whilst coins recovered from the site range from Nerva (9698AD) to
Honorius (393423AD). Anglo Saxon pottery found adjacent to the main range show
occupation in the 7th century AD

Situated in the upper reaches of the River Medway valley with water connections to
Rochester and London in a setting which is Arcadian the villa estate would have
been the centre of a burgeoning enterprise with the opportunity to exploit the natural
resources of woodland, Kentish rag stone and first class grazing for herds and
flocks. It is also within a day’s journey by water to London and we know from Pliny
and Ausonius the preoccupation of the Roman landed gentry with the Arcadian
delights of the countryside.

Roman villa at Teston

Roman Italyexcavate Nero’s Roman Palace at Oplontis

Roman Italyexcavate Nero’s Roman Palace at Oplontis
next to Pompeii: An unforgettable experience of having exclusive access to
the World Heritage Site of Pompeii. Dates are from 1st June to 12th June 2015.
Places are restricted so book early.
The Oplontis Project began in 2006 with the study of the site known as Oplontis
situated next to Pompeii in Italy. The work is sponsored by the Centre for the Study
of Ancient Italy at the University of Texas in Austin. Its two directors are John R.
Clarke and Michael L. Thomas. In addition Paul Wilkinson and the Kent
Archaeological Field School, Faversham, Kent have been excavating every year
since 2006.

Investigation of Prehistoric remains at Hollingbourne: A
week of excavation of Prehistoric features in the landscape building on our recent
work on Bronze Age round barrows and a prehistoric henge. Dates are 4th July to
10th July 2015.

Bronze Age barrows at Hollingbourne
Investigation by the Kent Archaeological field School of the tract of land called the
Holmsdale, which runs along the west slope of the North Downs in Kent has

discovered an enclosure with the attributes of a henge.
There are just a few henges discovered in the southeast of England, and they seem
to be a feature of Wessex Downs and not the South or North Downs. The enclosure
is adjacent to the Greenway, a path thought to date from the Neolithic and close to
another prehistoric path, the Pilgrims Way. The outer rectangular enclosure, dated to
the Early Iron Age faces the Greenway path and the site itself is situated on top of a
hill surrounded on three sides by water and on its fourth by the Greenway. The site
was identified by the uneven growth of crops and fieldwalking by the school earlier
in the year retrieved prehistoric and Saxon pottery from the area. Additional field
walking to the west of this feature identified the site of three ring barrows which had
been plotted on Google Earth.
In 2013 we investigated Barrow 3 (above) which had a cobbled entrance on the
south side delinated by two postholes either side of the entrance and two adjacent
baby burials. We found no other burials within this ring barrow. The artefacts
retrieved have been dated to Late Neolithic  Early Bronze Age (see Appendix).
This year (2014) we investigated the remaining barrow situated to the southwest of
Barrow 1.
The North Downs ridge to the east of the Medway seems on initial survey results to
have a plethora of ring barrows. The Medway valley, between Maidstone and
Rochester has the famous megalithic long barrows clustered in two groups on either
side of the valley, which have long been known (Holgate 1981). Now, with the recent
discovery of a large Neolithic rectangular timber building at White Horse Stone not
far from the Lower Kits Coty burial chamber, the identification of a possible new
causewayed camp at Burham (Dyson, Shand and Stevens 2000; Oswald et al.
2001), along with the circular enclosure at Holborough, this region stands out as a
potentially important ritual Neolithic and Early Bronze Age landscape which is in
need of extensive, detailed modern study.

The Roman Bathhouse and Estate at Abbey Fields,
Faversham: Join us on 25th July to 14th August. A Roman building which is
now beginning to reveal its secrets. This is an ideal training ground for budding
archaeologists.

Roman walls under ceramic roof tiles just under the turf
An unknown Roman building had been found in 2011 by the Kent Archaeological
Field School in Faversham in Kent close to the Roman villa excavated in 1960 by

Brian Philp.
The newly discovered building was investigated initially in 2011 by over 50 students
who attended the field school training week in August, and for them it was a unique
experience on seeing how an investigation of an important Roman building was
undertaken.
Ongoing work in 2013 has shown that the survival of the building was amazing with
stone walls, opus signinum floors (polished terracotta floors), under floor hypocaust
heating, all untouched, and covered by tons of ceramic roof tiles and the collapsed
stone walls covering huge amounts of box flue tiles which were used to direct hot air
up the interior walls.
Painted plaster from these walls is mostly white but the hot sauna room on the north
side of the building had plaster walls decorated in green, red and yellow panels.
Outside the north wall recent work has shown that the tidal waters of the Swale
estuary lapped the building and investigation has shown a large tidal inlet existed
here in the Roman period, and was deep enough to form a harbour for Roman
ships.
The Roman building itself has a coin and pottery range from the 2nd to the late 4th
century and numerous Roman domestic articles were also recovered including
AngloSaxon silver jewellery, bone hair pins and the remains of exotic glass
vessels.
The building is huge, 45m long and 15.40m wide, which is about 50 Roman feet
wide. The outside walls were built of mortared Kentish ragstone and flint nodules
with the collapsed walls indicating a height of about 3m for the outer walls. Levelling
courses of Roman tile were also a feature of the walls. Large quantities of window
glass have also been retrieved.
Investigation has unravelled some of the mystery of the buildings function and this
work is still ongoing. Excavation has shown the building was originally built in the
early 2nd century AD as an aisled barn with a mortar and chalk floor.
Forensic investigation has revealed the remains of the stalls used to contain the
Roman estate farm animals. Very soon after, the building was rebuilt as a huge bath
house with hot apsed rooms, steam rooms, and warm rooms used for massage. The
decoration has a feel of a municipal baths with none of the luxurious features one
would expect of a private enterprise bath house. Given the size of the bath house it
is far too large for a Roman villa estate and must have catered for another set of
clientele.
It is probably too far from the main Roman road to London (Watling Street) to have
been an Imperial posting house with hotel but it sits astride the port of Faversham
and may have catered for the crews of visiting ships.
Field walking has indicated there are other Roman buildings alongside the inlet,
itself a fresh water river at low tide and future investigation including geophysical
survey will be focused on their chronology and function.
The site itself is rich in archaeological remains with the Roman villa discovered in
1960 close by, which itself was built on a Late Iron Age farm. In the medieval period
Faversham Abbey was founded on the site and two magnificent tithe barns still
stand between the two Roman buildings.
Excavation on site is 25th July to August 14th. The training week runs from August
3rd to 9th 2015, and is held in the mornings at the Field School and in the
afternoons on site. Hours are 10am to 4.30pm for the duration of the dig. Please
ensure you have gloves, sun cream, lunch and water. To contact the Site Director
Paul Wilkinson please phone 07885 700 112 or email info@swatarchaeology.

Diocletian’s Palace in Split, Croatia with Dr Paul
Wilkinson: September 12th and 13th 2015. An exclusive visit to one of the
most famous Roman Palace's in the world the Palace of the Emperor Diocletian at
Split in Croatia. Cost is £75 which includes all entrance fees but not flights or
accommodation. We will also visit the Split Archaeological Museum, the nearby
Roman town of Salona and the Venetian city of Trogir founded by the Greeks.
Saturday 12th September 2015, In the morning we will meet at one of the main
gates for a tour of this wonderful building.
The ground plan of the palace is an irregular rectangle with towers projecting from
the western, northern, and eastern facades. It combines the qualities of a luxurious
villa with those of a military camp. The three main gates are still preserved to the
height of the still surviving ramparts. These monumental gates are set into the
middle of each of the rampart walls and led to an enclosed courtyard.
The gate overlooking the sea on the southern side was simpler in shape and
decoration.
With so much to see within the Palace we will continue our tour until lunch.
Diocletian's cabbages are still renowned as a local speciality as well as other
delicacies slow cooked in a pot called a Teka'.
In the afternoon, we will visit the Archaeological Museum in Split, rightly described
as the oldest museum in Croatia.
Sunday 13th September. We will start the day with taking the local bus to visit
Salona, the Roman town set on the hills above Split where we will visit the small
museum and the rest of the town. In the afternoon we will take a local bus to Trogir
situated on its own artificial island. Its rich culture was created under the influence of
Greeks, Romans and Venetians. Now a UNESCO World Heritage Site the town is an
absolute gem of architectural styles.
What the price of £75 per person includes:
• Fullyguided and escorted tours provided by Dr Paul Wilkinson
• Entrance fees for museums and sites as specified in the itinerary.
The trip does not include flights, transfers, hotels or meals (flights available from
easyjet at about £49.99  see easyjet.com).
Our preferred hotel is the Hotel Kastel, located beside Diocletian’s Palace at about
£65 double (see www.kastelsplit.com), or www.booking.com. (Split, Dalmatia)

Research News: Aerial survey of Kent. Paul Wilkinson reports on a research
project by the Kent Archaeological Field School
‘If you are studying the development of the landscape in an area, almost any air
photograph is likely to contain a useful piece of information’
(Interpreting the Landscape from the Air, Mick Aston, 2002).
Students of the KAFS are starting a two year programme of collating Google Earth
aerial photographs from 1940 to 2013 to enable focused information which can then
be followed up by ground survey. The fruitfulness of this can be appreciated by the
work of the field school along Watling Street in North Kent where hundreds of
important archaeological sites have been identified. The ultimate aim is to publish
the results online. Aerial photography is one of the most important remote sensing
tools available to archaeologists.
Other remote sensing devices that will be used are satellite imagery and
geophysics. All of this information can be combined and processed through
computers, and the methodology is known as Geographic Information Systems
(GIS).
Our initial aerial survey was to the north of Dover along the Roman road to
Richborough. As you will see each side of the Roman road is heavily populated with
farms, villages and field systems.

Courses at the Kent Archaeological Field School for 2015
include:

May Bank Holiday Friday 1st May to Monday 4th May 2015. How to identify and
appreciate Roman Buildings in Rome with Dr Paul Wilkinson
Staying at the British School in Rome (from Thursday 30th April) with private access
to Trajan's Forum and the underground works of the Imperial Baths of Caracalla plus
many other sites cost £75 plus accommodation and flights  bookings now being

taken

May Bank Holiday Friday 23rd May to Monday 25th May 2015. An Introduction to
Archaeological Survey
On this Bank Holiday weekend and the Bank Holiday Monday we shall look at the
ways in which archaeological sites are recorded including standing buildings. Scale
metric drawing will be the main theme of the course but also to include optical site
level work. On the Monday you will have the opportunity to survey an impressive
Roman and AngloSaxon sacred building at Stone Chapel just to the west of
Faversham. £50 per person for members.

June 1st to 12th excavating at 'Villa B' at Oplontis next to Pompeii in Italy
We will be spending two weeks in association with the University of Texas
investigating the Roman Emporium (Villa B) and the Roman palace (Villa A) at
Oplontis next to Pompeii. See 'NEWS' for details. Both sites offer a unique
opportunity to dig on iconic World Heritage Sites in Italy and is a wonderful once in a
lifetime opportunity. Cost is £175 a week which does not include board or food but
details of where to stay are available (Camping is 12EU a day and the adjacent
hotel 50EU). Email Paul Wilkinson at info@swatarchaeology for update on places
left.

June 20th and 21st 2015. The Investigation of a substantial Roman Building at
Sittingbourne in Kent
A weekend investigating a substantial Roman building to find out its form and
function. This is a newly discovered site confirmed by ground penetrating radar with
tremendous potential and is one of the many Roman buildings earmarked by the
Field School for further work. We have on our register a further six Roman sites in
Swale District which will need similar research.

June 27th to 28th 2015. The Investigation of a substantial Roman building at
Sittingbourne in Kent
A weekend course on the theory and practice of archaeological survey. Methods
from basic optical site levels to laser technology and GPS will be taught. The work of

the Ordnance Survey will be explained from the early days of triangulation using a
base line to the use of GPS and its drawbacks. Practical exercises will take place at
a Roman building at Sittingbourne on plan drawing. Context sheet recording for
archaeological sites will also form part of the course.
Cost is £50 witch includes free membership. For members who wish to dig the
weekend is free.

July 4th to 10th 2015. Investigation of Prehistoric features at Hollingbourne in
Kent
An opportunity to participate in excavating and recording prehistoric features in the
landscape. The week is to be spent in excavating Bronze and Iron Age features
located with aerial photography and Geophysical survey. Cost is £10 a day with
membership.

July 25th to August 14th 2015, Excavation of a Roman villa and bathhouse in
Faversham
An opportunity to participate in an important excavation of a Roman waterside
building at Abbey Barns in Faversham. Originally built as an aisled building for the
adjacent Roman villa it was then rebuilt as a huge bathhouse. Our task for this year
is to investigate the east end of the building to clarify if all the building was entirely a
bathhouse or whether it was attached to a domestic building. We will also
investigate the waterway with augers to see if there any remains of Roman shipping
and also investigate additional Roman buildings in the vicinity of the bath house.
This is an important investigation which will help to clarify the extent and importance
of Roman Faversham and its harbour.
KAFS member's special fee £10 per day , nonmembers £25 per day

August 3rd to August 9th 2015 Training Week for Students atВ Faversham in
Kent
It is essential that anyone thinking of digging on an archaeological site is trained in
the procedures used in professional archaeology. Dr Paul Wilkinson, author of the
best selling "Archaeology" book and Director of the dig, will spend five days
explaining to participants the methods used in modern archaeology. A typical
training day will be classroom theory in the morning (at the Field School) followed by
excavation atВ Abbey Barns Roman Villa in Faversham under the guidance of
trained archaeologists.

Topics taught each are:
Monday 3rd August: Why dig?
Tuesday 4th August: Excavation Techniques
Wednesday 5th August: Site Survey
Thursday 6th August: Archaeological Recording
Friday 7th August: Pottery identification
Saturday and Sunday digging with the team
A free PDF copy of "Archaeology" 3rd Edition will be given to participants. Cost for
the course is £100 if membership is taken out at the time of booking. Nonmembers
£175. The day starts at 10am and finishes at 4.30pm. For directions to the Field
School see 'Where ' on this website. For camping nearby see 'accomodation'.

October 3rd and 4th 2015 Bones and Burials
Osteoarchaeology is the study of human remains. The course will be led by Dr
Chris Deter who is an osteologist at the University of Kent. The course will cover the
onsite recording of human remains and how they can reveal information about the
person's age, sex and state of health. Excavated skeletons will be available for study
and analysis in practical sessions. An excellent course at £75 for the weekend (£60
for members). Held at the Field School in Faversham.

October 17h & 18th 2015, Archaeological Drawing with Jane Russell
A beginner's and refresher course introducing participants to drawing
archaeological artifacts. The reasons for drawing artifacts and the principles of
archaeological illustration will be explained. There will be practical sessions each
day demonstrating how to illustrate pottery, bone, metal and other artifacts found on
archaeological sites. Course led by Jane Russell, who was senior illustrator of the
UCL Field Archaeology Unit.
Cost is £50 for members.

TRIPS in 2015 to include:
Roman buildings in Rome: 1st4th May 2015
Inside the Stones at Stonehenge: Friday 22nd May 2015
Diocletian's Palace. A weekend in Split, Croatia: September 12th and 13th 2015

KAFS BOOKING FORM
You can download the KAFS booking form for all of our forthcoming courses directly
from our website, or by clicking here

KAFS MEMBERSHIP FORM

You can download the KAFS membership form directly from our website, or by
clicking here

If you would like to be removed from the KAFS mailing list please do so by clicking here

